The Shpigler Group and United Telcom Council
represented at IEEE Standards Meeting

NYACK, NY, December 29, 2003 — David Shpigler, President of The Shpigler Group and Director
of Research for the United Telecom Council, has been selected as one of the participants of the
IEEE BPL Standards Work Group to investigate opportunities for the industry in developing
standards for Broadband over Power Line equipment. The meeting will be held on Tuesday,
January 20, 2004 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. during the IEEE PES Winter Technical Committee
Meeting at the Hyatt Regency Islandia on San Diego's Mission Bay. Information about the
session can be found here.
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The Shpigler Group is a strategy management-consulting firm focused on the
telecommunications and technology sector. The Shpigler Group works with utilities,
municipalities, telecom service providers, and infrastructure and technology developers. For
these clients, The Shpigler Group works to solve complex issues involving strategic assessment,
market analysis, business case development, economic evaluation of network design, and
competitive and partnership assessment. For more information about the firm, visit the company
website at www.shpigler.com.

The United Telecom Council (UTC) is the telecommunications and information technology trade
association for all critical infrastructure organizations, including electric, gas, and water utilities, oil
and gas exploration and transportation businesses and their technology partners. Founded in
1948, UTC is a strong federation representing over 10,000 organizations worldwide, as well as
virtually every community in North America. UTC’s mission is to create a favorable business,
regulatory, and technical environment in which its members and stakeholders will succeed. UTC
pursues this goal through a variety of advocacy, regulatory, technology, information, and
education programs. For more information about UTC, visit the organization’s website at

www.utc.org.
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